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of State Railways now in progress, 800 adhere to the
broad gauge, while 1000 miles form the nucleus of
the new system of narrow gauge State Railways.

The other great branch of reproductive Public
Works in India are those which deal with the hus-
banding and diffusion of the water supply. And as
in his railway policy, so also with regard to irrigation,
the Earl of Mayo found carefully considered plans
bequeathed to him by his predecessor. The Orissa
famine of 1866 had forced the duty of preventive
works upon the conscience of the Indian Govern-
ment Lord Lawrence had devoted much attention
to this subject during the last years of his Viceroyalty,
and Lord Mayo vigorously carried out such protec-
tive measures to their full development. ' There
never was a Governor-General/ writes one of the
present rulers of Northern India, 'who devoted
greater attention to this subject, and there never was
a time in which more was done than, during his
administration/ He found himself surrounded by
Provinces in want of water. Even where\ the rain-
fall was itself sufficient, no mechanism existed for
husbanding the supply, and the precious fluSd which
might have secured fertility throughout the \welve
months, rushed off to the sea in a fortnight's del^truc-
tive floods.

A bare list of the works which he inaugural
advanced, or carried out, would weary the reade
The Ganges Canal was extended, and after seventee
years of deficit took its place as a work no longer^
, burdensome to the State,    A new irrigation system,